Orpheus
PROTECTING ITS FUTURE

B

OUGHTON House sits within a beautiful designed
landscape of water; avenues and vistas; rhythm and
reflection. The gardens and wider landscape date back
to the 1st and 2nd Dukes of Montagu and are Grade 1 listed
as a remarkable example of 17th & 18th century design.
Like the House, the gardens have evolved over generations
but following the death of John, the 2nd Duke of Montagu the
estate passed, through marriage, to the Dukes of Buccleuch,
who rarely visited and the grand gardens became subject to
“benign neglect”. Although they became overgrown and mostly
forgotten, this also meant they escaped the fate of many other
similar historic gardens and landscapes, which were altered as
fashion changed. In the late 1970s the 9th Duke of Buccleuch
restored the broadwater lake and the 10th Duke has continued
with a ambitious programme of works to restore key elements
of the landscape.

A 2 1 ST C E N T U R Y A D D I T I O N
In addition to the ongoing restoration
programme, Duke Richard wanted
a creative endeavour that would
complement and enhance the triumphant
landscapes of his ancestors.
He commissioned Kim Wilkie to design a
striking new landform, Orpheus. It takes its name from the famed
musician of Greek mythology who, when
his wife Eurydice died, went down into the
underworld to try to reclaim her. His music
was so beautiful that Hades relented and
allowed Eurydice to return to the world of
the living.
Completed in 2009, Orpheus takes the form
of a 7 metre inverted pyramid, spiralling
down into the earth and open to the
elements. It is at once a negative space and
a sculptural form whilst its serene lines seem
to invite you to descend into its depths and
enjoy the tranquillity.

As time has passed, increasing maintenance
has been required to keep Orpheus accessible
and safe for people to enjoy. There have been
issues of the sides slipping and unfortunately
excessive weed growth in the bottom pool
prevented the water being as clear as
originally envisioned.
The Boughton Building Services team are currently working
on improving the longevity of Orpheus and ensuring its
existence for years to come. These maintenance works
will see the walls and walkways of the inverted pyramid
strengthened so that visitors can descend “in the footsteps
of Orpheus.” A new base will also be created which will
reduce the maintenance, ensuring the water is clear to reflect
the sky as was originally imagined in Kim Wilkies design.

If you would like to find out more about the conservation work
please ask a member of the team or contact us via the website.

T H A N K Y O U F O R Y O U R U N D E R S TA N D I N G
AS THE WORK CONTINUES

WWW.B O UGHT O N HO US E .CO .UK

